ACTIVITY

SENTENCES A-Z

NUMERACY

FIND SOMEONE WHO...
DISCUSSION CARDS: GIVING ADVICE
WRITING A NOTE: EXCUSING AN ABSENCE
WRITING A NOTE: MAKING A REQUEST

WRITING A NOTE: MAKING AN OFFER
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ACTIVITY GROUPING

WHAT NEXT? ESL after ELSA

POST- SECONDARY OPTIONS
INTERVIEWING HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS

ELSA NET NEWCOMERS' GUIDE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCE



Sentences from the text have been compiled in a fill-in-the-blanks format. Each letter of the alphabet
(except Q!) is represented by a vocabulary word to fill in a sentence. The vocabulary’s first letter is
indicated before the sentence. Students should read through all the sentences on the worksheet before
doing the exercise.

scanning for information
private colleges, business school, technical schools, correspondence, deaf,
disability, encourage, communication, government-sponsored, improve, religious, methods, tutoring,
attend, register, training institutes, accounting, nursing, auto mechanics, universities, colleges, institutes.
individual
Sentences A-Z worksheet
Newcomers’ Guide text
general sentence structure, parts of speech

Students search the text for other vocabulary words beginning with a specific letter.



FILL IN THE MISSING WORD IN THESE SENTENCES.THE FIRST LETTER OF THE MISSING WORD IS THE
LETTER BEFORE THE SENTENCE

children in B.C. between the ages of 5 and 16 must go to school.

British Coloumbia has many private colleges, schools and technical schools.
(These) children can do their lessons by at home and mail them to a teacher to
Some children need extra help.They may be blind or or have another physical
Schools communication beween teachers and parents.
There are three different programmes in B.C. public schools.
There are public ( -funded) and private (not -funded) universities, colleges

and institutes in British Columbia.

Some children need extra

Most are eligible for free government-sponsored ESL classes under the British Columbia

Settlement and Integration Program (BCSIP).

Adults take courses to improve their reading or math skills, to finish high school, to learn new skills,
or for enjoyment.

The first year of school is called " and children attend only half days.

In some places you may be able to find a preschool in your

Some private schools are religious, or may have different teaching or smaller class sizes.
The BC government gives loans to many students who financial help.
The Learning Agency (OLA) provides by mail, TV, and telephone tutoring people who

cannot attend classes.

For children under 5 years old, there are

Many private English schools and private tutors teach English. Some are very good, but others may not be. Check

carefully before you

Many work part-time or work in the to earn money.

Colleges and institutes have many job training programs, such as accounting, nursing, or
auto mechanics.

There are six public , 16 public colleges, and public institutes in BC.

There are opportunities (for parents) to attend meetings and in the school.

Immigrant settlement agencies, community groups, and churches provide free or low-cost classes in some areas.There

is often a list.

The pages listings contain both public and private schools.




RAW

To practise scanning for numbers and understanding them in context, 11 figures from the Newcomers’
Guide Education chapter have been compiled for students to find and copy.

For pre-teaching, begin with a few True/False statements to see what facts students already know.
Students should scan the sentences on the worksheet before doing the exercise.

individual
Numeracy worksheet
Newcomers’ Guide for reference

prepositions (between...and..., about, under, by..,etc.) numbers vs. ordinals

Students read sentences orally, saying the numbers.
See also: Saying Numbers activity from the Money and Banking chapter activities.




NUMERACY

WORKSHEET

FIND THE SENTENCES IN THE EDUCATION CHAPTER THAT HAVE THESE NUMBERS IN

THEM. COPY THEM ON THIS PAPER.

1. (p.74) between 5 and 16

2. (p.74) about5,

3. (p.74) underS5,

4. (p.74) by age 18

5. (p.75) three

6. (p.75) first

7. (p.76) $150 and $200

8. (p.76) six

9. (p.76) 16

10.(p.76) three

11.(p.77) first and second

ELSA NET- NEWCOMERS'
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A slightly more detailed “Find Someone Who...” activity, in that in addition to the Yes-No question, an
additional information question is provided for the students to converse with their classmates and find
out a little more information. First, students are to find a classmate who can answer “Yes” to the question
made by the student. The responding student’s name is written in the blank, then the next question

is asked. Students should be encouraged to continue the conversation on as long as it is relevant to
education or the students’ experience. The “follow up” questions may be a useful springboard for class/
small group discussion after this activity.

Yes-No questions, information questions, soliciting more information,
giving an opinion
kindergarten, attend, university, college, subject, public school, uniforms,
activities, tuition
large group
Find Someone Who... worksheet (1 per student)

The information questions on the worksheet can be used as a springboard for wider discussion in the class.



Walk around your classroom and ask your classmates if they do or do not do any of these things. Write
down the name of the student who does. Remember to make a Yes/No question with“Do you .....?"”

1 2.
HAS A CHILD IN KINDERGARTEN. HAS A CHILD AT UNIVERSITY.
Does the child attend a.m. or p.m? What is s/he studying?
3 4,
WANTS TO GO TO COLLEGE THINKS TEACHING HIGHSCOOL
IN CANADA. IS A GOOD JOB.
Why? What subject?
5. 6.
WISHES CANADIAN PUBLIC SCHOOLS HELPS HIS/HER CHILD WITH
HAD UNIFORMS. HOMEWORK.
Why? What subject(s)?
7 8.
VOLUNTEERS AT HIS/HER IS SAVING FOR COLLEGE OR
CHILDREN'S SCHOOL. UNIVERSITY TUITION.
What kind of activities? How?
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A small group discussion activity for students to lend their experience and expertise to some individual
“case study” examples of problems that could use some good advice. One student pulls a card from the
stack of discussion cards and reads the situation to the other members of the group (the other group
members should listen to the student tell his/her“problem’, not read the card for themselves). Once
everyone is sure they understand the situation, group members can give advice to help the problem.
The student with the “problem” card can ask for more information or change some details.

giving advice (“I think you should..., If | were you, | would ...,
| wouldn't ...."”), agreeing and disagreeing

small groups
Discussion Cards worksheet, copied and cut into individual cards.
none
modals, subjunctive

Students choose one problem card and write out their advice “Dear Abby” style.

Students can write out their own issues and submit them anonymously for peer input.

Instructor can make up additional cards based on what’s happening in the class or students’ families.
Topics for additional discussion: childrearing, education systems, cultural reflections in schools.
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I am happy my daughter has made
some new friends at school. She is
learning English well, but | am worried
that she is replacing our language and
culture with Canadian ways. Her new
friends don’t understand our culture or
respect our traditions.

My son’s friends are all from our
culture. He speaks our language with
them all day at school, so he isn’t
learning English. | encourage him to
make Canadian friends, but he tells
me he doesn’t understand English well
enough, and that no one wants to talk
to him.

My son is in grade four and never has
homework. In our country, students
must practise their school exercises at
home everyday. | talked to his teacher
about this, but she says he is doing fine
in class and she only gives the students
homework twice a week.

Our daughter is in grade 12 this year
and wants to go to university next year,
away from home. She has many friends

who are also good students, and they

are going to different universities
across Canada. We don’t want her
to move away from home; she is too
young.

Our children are learning English and
working very hard in school. They are
only in grades 6 and 8 now, but we are
already worried about how to pay for
their college education. In my country,
the government pays for tuition.
We don’t have extra income for this
expense.

My children are doing science projects

in class right now. | don’t understand

all the words, and 1 don’t know how to
help them do their homework.

My son has so much homework in
grade 12 that he cannot get it all
finished. Sometimes | help with
his math, because he thinks it’s too
difficult. Last week the teacher
said she didn’t think my son did his
homework honestly!

My 17 year-old daughter has a
boyfriend at school!

In my country, students are not
allowed to date, and the teachers
supervise the children more carefully. |
am very angry with the school for not
forbidding this.
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A guided writing exercise for students to study the format of formulaic notes to school, then practise
writing their own. 3 different styles are presented; choose those that are most relevant to your students.
Sample notes can be copied onto OHP for the whole class to view together and discuss what they are

for. Talk about school security, absenteeism, parental involvement and the need for communication
between family and school. With a note on OHP, highlight the elements of a letter; the location of date,
the salutation, the body of the letter (who and what’s it about, what you want/offer), contact information
and salutation. With another example, show how the format is very similar, with just the particulars
changed. Then have students write a letter for their own family members (If students don’t have
children in school, they can write a letter to you about their own needs).

letter formatting (samples provided), making requests, asking for
information, making offers, making appointments/arrangements
general letter vocabulary: addressee, Dear ..., salutation, Sincerely,
Regards, request, contact information, availability, signature
ABSENCE: excuse, absence, assignments, ear infection, send...home with...., drop...off
REQUEST: meet, subjects, notice, Family Life program, note, contact
OFFER: supervise, field trip, PAC, materials, arts & crafts, tailor, fabric, thread, buttons, tissue paper, fashion
magazines, pick...up, shop, items
large group for OHP, individual for writing

Writing a note to School worksheets (Excusing an Absence, Making a Request, Making an

Offer)
none
parts of speech and words that can be different parts of speech (i.e. excuse

n.v.), phrasal verbs (separable and non-separable), modals for polite requests

Use similar format for notes for other situations,
Role-play making arrangements on the telephone.
Discuss how and why notes are sent to school



