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ABBREVIATIONS CARDS

LOOKING FOR A PLACE TO LIVE

FIND SOMEONE WHO...

CHARADES: APARTMENT RULES

ROLE PLAY: LETTING THE LANDLORD IN

GIVING NOTICE

FURNISHING A ROOM FOR $1000

BOARD GAME: CHAPTER REVIEW
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INSTRUCTION SHEET

ABBREVIATION CARDS

� �

INSTRUCTIONS:
These cards can be used as an introductory activity to match new abbreviations and vocabulary, or 

as a “Concentration” game where all the cards are placed face-down on the table and one student at 

a time tries to turn over two matching cards.  Alternatively, use the vocabulary sheet as the “master” 

(without cutting it) and have students place the abbreviation on the master sheet.

REQUIRED STRUCTURES:
REQUIRED VOCABULARY: bedroom, fireplace, parking, bachelor, utilities, washer and dryer, non-

smoking, included, bathroom, immediately, building, dishwasher, basement, references

GROUP SIZE: individual, pairs

HANDOUTS: Abbreviations and Abbreviations Vocabulary worksheets, copied onto cardstock and 

cut into individual cards (one set per group)

OTHER MATERIALS REQUIRED: none

RELATED GRAMMAR:
FOLLOW-UP ACTIVITIES: 
Find the abbreviations in local listings (see Looking for a Place to Live activity)

Match with meanings or context sentences
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WORK SHEET

ABBREVIATION CARDS
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BEDROOM FIREPLACE PARKING

BACHELOR UTILITIES WASHER AND DRYER

NON-SMOKING INCLUDED BATHROOM

IMMEDIATELY BUILDING DISHWASHER

BASEMENT REFERENCES HOT WATER

VOCABULARY CARDS:
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WORK SHEET

ABBREVIATION CARDS

� �

BDRM F/P PRKG

BACH UTILS W/D

N/S INCL BATH

IMMED BLDG
DW

BSMT REFS H/W

ABBREVIATION CARDS:
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INSTRUCTION SHEET

LOOKING FOR A PLACE TO LIVE

� �

INSTRUCTIONS:
Students are to check the local housing listings of a newspaper to find apartments and houses for 

rent that match the worksheet’s sample criteria.

*note: As students will be flipping back and forth between the “apartments” and “houses” sections 

of the paper, and some of the criteria are easier than others, encourage the students to read through 

all of the tasks first and feel free to do the “easier” ones first.  This should help improve their scanning 

skills.

REQUIRED STRUCTURES:
REQUIRED VOCABULARY: abbreviations (see previous activity)

GROUP SIZE: individual, pairs

HANDOUTS: Looking for a Place to Live worksheet

OTHER MATERIALS REQUIRED: housing listings from the local newspaper, local area map

RELATED GRAMMAR: prepositions of location

FOLLOW-UP ACTIVITIES:
Students make a list of additional abbreviations from the newspaper listings (i.e. H/P, u/g prkg, hydro,

SkyTrn, garden lvl., ste., bsmt. ste., nr, reno’d, cls to school, etc.)

Students make role plays “I’m calling about the apartment….”

�
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LOOKING FOR A PLACE TO LIVE
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WORK SHEET
LOOKING FOR A PLACE TO LIVE

Use the “for Rent” section of your newspaper and a local map to find the following homes.

1. Find a 2 bedroom apartment near an elementary school.  Are the utilities included?_______________

________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Find a house with a yard in a quiet area.  How much is the rent?_________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Look at apartments under $600.  How many bedrooms do most of them have?____________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

4. You have a big dog.  Find a house for rent where pets are OK.____________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

5. You want to live close to downtown.  Find an apartment with parking.____________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

6. You have allergies and need an non-smoking, no pets place to rent.______________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

7. It’s cold here in winter!  Find an apartment or house with a fireplace._____________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

8. Your kids aren’t very good about doing their chores.  Find an apartment with a dishwasher so you 

have more time to study after dinner. ________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________
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INSTRUCTION SHEET

FIND SOMEONE WHO...

INSTRUCTIONS:
A mixing activity for students to practise asking Yes-No questions and finding out more about their 

classmates.  

REQUIRED STRUCTURES: 
REQUIRED VOCABULARY: apartment, fireplace, paint (v), outside, patio, garden (v), repairs (n), 

property, neighbours

GROUP SIZE: large group (whole class)

HANDOUTS: Find Someone Who… worksheet

OTHER MATERIALS REQUIRED: 
RELATED GRAMMAR: Yes-No questions, affirmative and negative responses

FOLLOW-UP ACTIVITIES: 
Vocabulary words with more than one part of speech i.e. garden, paint, repair as noun and verb

� � �
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FIND SOMEONE WHO...
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WORK SHEET

FIND SOMEONE WHO….

Walk around your classroom and ask your classmates if they do or don’t do any of these things.  Write 

down the name of the student who does.  Remember to make a Yes/No question with “Do you…..?”

… LIVES IN AN 
APARTMENT.

… HAS A FIREPLACE. … LIKES TO PAINT HIS/HER 
HOUSE.

… EATS MEALS OUTSIDE 
ON A PATIO. … GARDENS.

… DOES HIS/HER OWN 
REPAIRS.

… HAS TREES ON HIS/HER 
PROPERTY.

… LIVES NEAR A PARK.
… KNOWS HIS/HER 

NEIGHBOURS.
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FIND SOMEONE WHO...
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WORK SHEET

FIND SOMEONE WHO….
Walk around your classroom and ask your classmates if they do or do not do any of these things.  Write 

down the name of the student who does.  Remember to make a Yes/No question with “Do you …..?”

______________________ LIVES IN AN 
APARTMENT.

ON WHAT FLOOR?

____________________HAS A FIREPLACE.

DOES IT BURN WOOD OR GAS?

______________________ LIKES TO PAINT 
HIS/HER HOUSE.

INTERIOR OR EXTERIOR?  WHAT KINDS OF 
COLOURS?

______________________ GARDENS.

FLOWERS OR VEGETABLES?  WHAT ARE 
SOME FAVOURITES?

______________________ DOES HIS/HER 
OWN REPAIRS.

HOW DID S/HE LEARN HOW?

______________________ HAS TREES ON 
HIS/HER PROPERTY.

WHAT KIND?

__________________ LIVES NEAR A PARK.

DOES S/HE GO THERE OFTEN?

______________________ KNOWS HIS/HER 
NEIGHBOURS.

HOW DID THEY MEET?
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INSTRUCTION SHEET

CHARADES: APARTMENT RULES
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INSTRUCTIONS:
Students mime common apartment rules (or the consequences if not followed) for their classmates 

to guess.

REQUIRED STRUCTURES: “no   -ing”, “no  +noun”

REQUIRED VOCABULARY: smoking, pets, soliciting, parking, bicycles, hallways, laundry, garbage 

pick-up, leash

GROUP SIZE: small group, large group

HANDOUTS: Apartment Rules worksheet, copied onto cardstock and cut into individual cards (one 

set per group).

OTHER MATERIALS REQUIRED: none

RELATED GRAMMAR: gerunds (as subjects), modals (must)

FOLLOW-UP ACTIVITIES: 

�
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CHARADES: APARTMENT RULES
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WORK SHEET

NO SMOKING NO PETS NO SOLICITING

NO PARKING NO BICYCLES IN THE 
HALLWAYS

LAUNDRY ROOM CLOSES 
AT 10:00 PM

GARBAGE PICK-UP ON 
TUESDAYS

NO RUNNING NEAR THE 
POOL

NO DOGS

DOGS MUST BE ON A 
LEASH

NO LOUD MUSIC
AFTER 10:00 PM
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INSTRUCTION SHEET

ROLE PLAY: LETTING THE LANDLORD IN

INSTRUCTIONS:
An information interchange for students to practise making arrangements for access to an 

apartment.  In a small group (max. 5 students) each “tenant” has a schedule for the week and must 

find a mutually convenient time for the “landlord” to access his/her apartment.  Students should be 

able to make the arrangements orally without looking at one another’s schedules.

*note: not all students will be engaged in conversation at the same time.  The “landlord” will have 

to speak to each “tenant” individually, and the other “tenants” can listen and learn from the other 

conversations.

REQUIRED STRUCTURES: making arrangements; suggesting (Are you free/available after/before 

_____ o’clock? Are you busy ________?  How about _________?), polite requests (Could I/you  come_____ 

?), accepting and refusing (Sorry, I can’t…, I’m busy).

REQUIRED VOCABULARY:
GROUP SIZE: small groups:1 “landlord” (strongest student) per group,  max. 4 “tenants”

HANDOUTS: “Landlord” and “Tenant” schedule worksheets

OTHER MATERIALS REQUIRED: none

RELATED GRAMMAR: modals for polite requests, prepositions of time, sequencing

FOLLOW-UP ACTIVITIES:
Discuss appropriate time for landlord to come, free time activities

Discuss tenants’ rights

Role-play calling the landlord to complain

Students make a date for going to a garage sale or other joint activity.

� �
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ROLE PLAY: LETTING THE LANDLORD IN
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WORK SHEET

LANDLORD
You are the landlord and you need to get into you tenants’ apartments.  Call the tenants and make 

arrangements that fit your schedules.

This is your calendar this week:

MON. TUES. WED. THURS. FRI. SAT. SUN.

Property 
taxes due.  
Drop off 
cheque at 
city hall.

Drive kids to 
school

Lunch with 
Mom

Pick up kids 
after school

Paint 
hallways of 
apartment 
building

Fix 
enterphone

2pm 
plumber

Day Off!

garage sales

Kids’ soccer 
game at 
3pm Sunday 

dinner with 
the family

THIS IS WHAT YOU NEED TO DO THIS WEEK:
Apt #106:  You want to show this apartment to a new tenant one day this week.

Apt #212:  You need to inspect the smoke detectors and fire extinguisher this week.

Apt #305:  Your tenant complains about the dishwasher in the apartment being too noisy.

Apt #916:  There is water damage near the roofline and you want to see if the roof is leaking through 

the top floor ceilings.
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ROLE PLAY: LETTING THE LANDLORD IN
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WORK SHEET
APT #106

Your landlord needs to get into your apartment this week.  Make arrangements that fit your schedules.

You work shifts in a factory part-time.

This is your calendar this week:

MON. TUES. WED. THURS. FRI. SAT. SUN.

Dentist app’t 

10:30 am

Work: 2-7pm

Pack away 

winter 

clothes

Work: 2-7pm

day off

Work night 

shift for Jim 

8pm-2am

day off

Work: 3-9pm

Farmer’s 

Market 10-2

Party at 

Rob’s

after 8pm

Pick up Tina 

at airport 

8:15 pm
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ROLE PLAY: LETTING THE LANDLORD IN
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WORK SHEET
APT #212

Your landlord needs to get into your apartment this week.  Make arrangements that fit your schedules.

You work in an office downtown 8:30-4:30 Monday to Friday.

This is your calendar this week:

MON. TUES. WED. THURS. FRI. SAT. SUN.

Pick up 

drycleaning 

after work

Cat to vet 

before work

Office 

Presentation 

tomorrow….

Presentation 

at the office

Bake Kate’s 

birthday 

cake

Wrap Kate’s 

gift

Kate’s 

Birthday 

Party!  10 am
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ROLE PLAY: LETTING THE LANDLORD IN
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WORK SHEET
                                                                                        APT #305 

Your landlord needs to get into your apartment this week.  Make arrangements that fit your schedules.

You’re retired.

This is your calendar this week:

MON. TUES. WED. THURS. FRI. SAT. SUN.

Take car to 

the garage

Pick up 

prescription 

at the drug 

store

Movie with 

Tess 6:45

Farmer’s 

Market 10-2

Church 10 

am
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ROLE PLAY: LETTING THE LANDLORD IN
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WORK SHEET
                                                                                           APT #916 

Your landlord needs to get into your apartment this week.  Make arrangements that fit your schedules.

You run your own busy business with long hours at the office and working at home.

This is your calendar this week:

MON. TUES. WED. THURS. FRI. SAT. SUN.

Breakfast 

meeting at 

the office

Proposal 

due 

tomorrow

Proposal 

Due Business 

lunch

Meet with 

new client

 2:45

Catch up on 

paperwork 

and pay bills

Payday

Jake & 

Robyn here 

for dinner 

7pm

Hockey 

game

2pm

Dinner after 

the game

Brunch with 

Sophie and 

Jo

To bed 

early…busy 

week ahead



������� � ����� �� ����

���� ���� ���������� ����� ����������� ��������

INSTRUCTION SHEET

GIVING NOTICE

INSTRUCTIONS:
Practice in formatting letters and filling in required information. The instructor shows the general 

format of a simple “notice” letter (adapted from Newcomers’ Guide p. 51) on an overhead, then 

students listen to instructor’s oral details for writing new letters using the same format.

REQUIRED STRUCTURES: letter formatting

REQUIRED VOCABULARY: 
GROUP SIZE: whole class

HANDOUTS: none.  Letter formatting worksheet to be copied onto overhead acetate for whole class 

to view.  Samples to be read to students orally.

OTHER MATERIALS REQUIRED: OHP

RELATED GRAMMAR: prepositions, punctuation

FOLLOW-UP ACTIVITIES: 
Students write a note asking landlord to repair something.

� �
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GIVING NOTICE
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GIVING NOTICE: LETTER FORMATTING AND DICTATION

___________________
    (today’s date)

To: _________________________
 (landlord)

From: _______________________
 (tenant)

I/ We/ My family will be moving out of __________________, _____________________________ 
     (apt. #)   (address)

on ___________________________.
 (moving date)

Sincerely,

_________________________________

 (signature)

GIVING NOTICE DICTATIONS:

1. Write a letter to BC Central Properties telling them you are moving out of your house at 1234 Front 

Street next month.  Today is October 8.

2. Write a letter to your landlord, James Byrd, stating you will be moving out of apartment 204, 128 

Carmanah Road, at the end of August.  Today is June 15.

3. Today is March 16th and you need to write a letter reminding your landlord that you will be 

vacating your bachelor suite at the end May.  Your address is #4, 440 Poplar Drive.
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INSTRUCTION SHEET

FURNISHING A ROOM FOR $1000

INSTRUCTIONS:
Small groups of students are divided into “rooms” of the house which they have to agree how to 

furnish within their $1000 budget.  Using furniture catalogues for items, students must agree on 

what is required in each room, the style they want, and what they must compromise to come in “on 

budget”.

REQUIRED STRUCTURES: agreeing and disagreeing

REQUIRED VOCABULARY: furniture and money words, descriptive adjectives

GROUP SIZE: small group

HANDOUTS: none

OTHER MATERIALS REQUIRED: furniture store catalogues (IKEA has mailed them free of charge 

in the past; Sears usually has a good supply), poster paper, scissors, glue, pens

RELATED GRAMMAR: “too” vs. “very”

FOLLOW-UP ACTIVITIES:

� �


