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ELSA Level 2 
The 2010 Olympics & Paralympics 

 

 

 

Activity Materials Suggested Procedure 

Introduction of 

Olympic Games   
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Pictures from 

newspapers of 
Olympic 
mascots, torch 

relay, athletes, 
etc. 

 
Olympics 
True/False 

Quiz 
 

  

1) T shows pictures from newspapers of 

activities, athletes, etc. to introduce 
Olympics and see how much Ss know about 
topic. (T can use newspapers clippings to 

make „Olympic collage‟ with pictures and 
word cards to introduce and reinforce 

vocabulary.) 
 

2) Hand out one T/F quiz to each pair of Ss. 

Put quiz on OHT and review with class to be 
sure Ss understand Qs. Ss complete with 

partner. Encourage Ss to guess if they don‟t 
know answers. 
 

Content Objectives: 
 Ss will learn about 9 winter Olympic sports 

 Ss will learn basic information about the Vancouver Olympic/Paralympic Games 
such as dates, number of athletes, number of countries represented  

 Ss will learn which Olympic sports are popular in their classmates‟ countries   
 

Language Objectives: 
 Ss will learn names of 9 winter Olympic sports 
 Ss will practice pronunciation and spelling of 9 winter sports 

 Ss will practice asking and answering simple questions using winter sports 
vocabulary 

 Ss will practice reading short texts and identifying key information 
 Ss will practice listening for specific information 

 Ss will write a short text 
 

Materials: 

 What Do You Know About the Olympics - T/F Activity with Teacher‟s Notes 
 Sports Card Matching Activities 

a. Picture Cards 
b. Word Cards 

 Find Someone Who...  
 The Vancouver Olympics/Paralympics – Jigsaw Reading 
 Olympics and Paralympics Comparison Chart 

 Discussion Questions 
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Activity Materials Suggested Procedure 

  3) Options for reviewing answers to quiz:  

 Answers can be read to students after they 
complete the true/false activity, Ss listen 
and check answers. Then show answers on 

OHT. 
 Answers can be written on different cards 

which are placed around the room at 
stations. With a partner, Ss walk from 
station to station to read info and check 

their answers.  
 Answers can be placed outside the room, Ss 

can work in pairs. One S gets info and relays 
it to partner who checks answers. 
 

Introduction to 
Sports 

Vocabulary 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Picture Cards  
(multiple sets) 

& 
Word Cards 

(multiple sets) 
 
 

Picture cards 
can been found 

on separate file: 
Picture Cards – 
Level 2/3 

1) T writes “winter sports” on board and Ss 
brainstorm different winter sports in groups. 

Elicit sports from each group. 
2) T shows the 9 Picture Cards to the class one 

at a time, elicit vocabulary. Model 
pronunciation of each word, Ss repeat.  

3) Show Picture Cards again, elicit vocabulary 

from students. 
4) T shows a few cards and asks individual Ss 

“Do you like/watch/want to try (name of 
sport)?” (T can choose verb most 
appropriate for class) 

 

Using new 

words in simple 
conversation 

 1) Hand out one card to each S, Ss walk 

around the room asking each other “Do you 
like/watch/want to try (name of sport of 

card)?” while showing cards. T prompts as 
necessary. Have Ss switch cards a couple of 
times to practice other sports words. 

2) At tables, give Ss Picture Cards and Word 
Cards and have Ss match in groups, while 

practicing the pronunciation. 
 Depending on needs of class, T can 

choose to practice further with card 
games such as Memory, Go Fish, 
Snap (encourage Ss to say the word 

each time they look at a card) 
Go Fish – T can have Ss use different 

sentence structures other than “Do you 
have...?” Ss can ask “Do you like...?” or 
“Have you tried...?” etc. 
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Activity Materials Suggested Procedure 

Review/Practice Find Someone 

Who... 

1) Show OHT of Find Someone Who... and 

review example with class. Some questions 
are negative, so T may wish to review/elicit 
Qs for all, or have Ss brainstorm Qs with 

partner and write them on paper before 
beginning activity.   

2) Ss walk around class and ask/answer Qs 
and write classmates‟ names on paper.  

 

Note: This can be used as a review activity on 
the following day instead. 

Reading to find 
specific 

information 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Practice 
question 
making 

 
 

 
Practice asking 

and answering 
questions 
 

 
Sharing ideas 

with 
classmates 
 

Vancouver 
Olympics & 

Paralympics 
Reading –Info 
Gap 

 
 

Reading A & 
B, Comparison 
Chart 

 
Note: Winter 

Paralympic 
Games include: 
Alpine Skiing 

Biathlon 
Cross-country 

Skiing 
Ice Sledge 
Hockey 

Wheel-chair 
Curling 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Discussion Qs 

 

1) On the board T writes “Olympics & 
Paralympics”. Ask Ss if they know about the 

Paralympic Games. Elicit info.  
2) Show Ss both readings. Explain that one 

group will read about Olympics and one 

group will read about Paralympics. Put 
Comparison Chart on OHT and review with 

Ss. Explain that they need to fill in the 
information for only their reading.  

3) Hand out one reading and one comparison 

chart to each S. Ss read and fill in chart. 
Check answers with partner with same 

reading (A-A, B-B). T prompts.  
4) Put up OHT of comparison chart again. 

Brainstorm Qs Ss could ask to get the 

information needed from partner with other 
reading. Write these Qs on chart. Ss write 

Qs on chart.  
5) Ss find partners who read other reading (A-

B), ask Qs and fill in information.  

 
Note: Get Ss to put their charts in folders with 

one side up, so partners can‟t see each other‟s 
papers. For higher level classes, T can 

encourage Ss to ask Qs in random order so that 
their partner can‟t simply read down the chart. 
  

6) In new groups, Ss read and discuss 
Discussion Questions – Ss don‟t need to 

write full answers (this may be a good 
opportunity to review comparatives and 
superlatives) 
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Activity Materials Suggested Procedure 

 

 
 
 

Writing about 
personal 

experience 

 

 
 
 

Notebook or 
Loose leaf 

paper 

 

7) Hand out one Discussion Qs sheet to each 
student. Ss use information and ideas they 
talked about in groups to individually write a 

paragraph in their note books. Note: if Ss 
simply write the answers to the discussion 

Qs, they will have a complete paragraph. 
Higher level Ss can add more detail. 

 

8) Options:  
Ss can exchange paragraphs with other Ss 

who were not in their group. 
T can put paragraphs up on wall for Ss to 
read. T can collect paragraphs and give 

feedback. 

 

 

Extension Activities 
 

 
Ss can make information posters about the Olympic and Paralympic Games for 
other classes. T can collect images of Olympic and Paralympic athletes, and the 

venue sites and have Ss use these to make posters. These images can be found on 
the websites below and/or in local newspapers. Posters can include information 

from the readings such as dates, number of athletes, etc. as well as information 
about individual athletes. 

 

 

For more information about the Vancouver 2010 Olympic and Paralympic Games 
see: 

 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2010_Winter_Olympics 

 
http://www.vancouver2010.com/ 
 

http://www.vancouver2010.com/paralympic-games/ 
 

http://www.vancouver2010.com/paralympic-games/athletes/legendary-athletes/ 
 
Videos: 

 
http://www.vancouver2010.com/paralympic-games/cross-country-skiing/videos/ 

 
http://www.vancouver2010.com/olympic-videos/ 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2010_Winter_Olympics
http://www.vancouver2010.com/
http://www.vancouver2010.com/paralympic-games/
http://www.vancouver2010.com/paralympic-games/athletes/legendary-athletes/
http://www.vancouver2010.com/paralympic-games/cross-country-skiing/videos/
http://www.vancouver2010.com/olympic-videos/
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What Do You Know About the Olympics? 

 

Read the questions below with your group. Circle true (T) or false (F). 

1. T / F The first Olympic Games were in 1898.  

 
  

2. T / F The first Olympic Games had 3 sports. 

 
 

3. T / F The first Olympic Games were 5 days long? 

 
 

4. T / F In the past, the Olympic Games were only in summer.  

 
 

5. T / F In the past, ice hockey and ice skating were part of the summer Olympics. 

 
 

6. T / F Today, there are 36 sports in the Summer Olympic Games. 

 
 

7. T / F Today, there are 18 sports in the Winter Olympic Games. 

 
 
Now listen to your teacher. Check your answers.
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What Do You Know About the Olympics? 

Teachers’ Notes 

 
 
Answers: 
 
The first Olympic Games were a long, long time ago in 776 BC. That is almost 3,000 
years ago.  
 
 
In the first Olympic Games, there was only one sport! Running was the only sport.  
 
 
The first Olympic Games lasted only one day and were only in the summer. 
 
 
The Olympic Games we have today are different. These games started in 1898. These 
modern games were also only in summer.  
 
 
In 1906 the summer Olympic Games included ice hockey and ice skating! These sports 
were very popular, but difficult to play in summer. People had to use huge refrigerators 
to make the ice. 
 
 
Today, there are 36 sporting events in the summer Olympics. There are 15 sporting 
events in the winter Olympics.  
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Winter Olympic Sports 
 

Vocabulary Cards 
 

cross country 

skiing 
(cross country ski-ing) 

figure skating 
(fig-ure ska-ting) 

snowboarding 
(snow-boar-ding) 

speed skating 
(speed ska-ting) 
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skiing 
(ski-ing) 

curling 
(cur-ling) 

ski jumping 
(ski jum-ping) 

bobsledding 
(bob-sled-ding) 

hockey 
(ho-ckey) 
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Find Someone Who… 
 

 Example: 

 watches hockey 

  Ask:   Do you watch hockey? 

  Answer: Yes, I do. or No, I don‟t. 

 

1) watches hockey   

  Name: ________________________________ 

 

2) doesn‟t like curling   

  Name: ________________________________ 

 

3) watches figure skating   

  Name: ________________________________ 

 

4) never goes downhill skiing   

  Name: ________________________________ 

 

5) wants to try cross-country skiing  

  Name: ________________________________ 

 

6) goes snowboarding 

   Name: ________________________________ 

 

7) watches ski jumping 

  Name: ________________________________ 

  

8) doesn‟t watch speed skating 

  Name: ________________________________ 

 

9) wants to try bobsledding 

 

  Name: ________________________________ 
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The Vancouver 2010 Olympics - A 

 The winter Olympic Games are coming to Vancouver. At the Olympic 

Games athletes compe te against other athletes. The Vancouver Games start on 

February 12, 2010. The Games end on February 28, 2010. The competitions will 

take place in Vancouver, Richmond and Whistler. There are going to be 2,500 

athletes competing in the Games. The athletes a re coming from over 80 

different countries. Some of the Olympic sports are : bobsledding, skating, and 

snowboarding.   

Answer the questions:  

1) When are the Vancouver Olympics?  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

2) Where are the competitions going to be?  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

3) How many athletes are coming to Vancouver?  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

4) How man y different countries will the athletes come from?  

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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The Vancouver 2010 Paralympics - B 

 The winter Paralympic Games are coming to Vancouver. At the 

Paralympic games ath letes with physical disabilities compete against each 

other. The Paralympic Games start March 12, 2010. The Games end on March 

21, 2010. The competitions will take place in Vancouver, Richmond and Whistler. 

There are going to be 1,350 athletes competing in  the Games. The athletes are 

coming from 40 countries. Some of the Paralympic sports are : sledge hockey, 

skiing, and curling.  

Answer the questions:  

1) When are the Paralympic Games?  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

2) Where are the competitions going to be?  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

3) How many athletes are coming?  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

4) What are some winter Paralympic sports?  

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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The Vancouver 2010 Olympic and Paralympic Games  

Comparison Chart  

Write the questions. Ask your partner. Fill in the missing information.  

 Olympi cs Paralympics  

start 

Question:  When do the Olympics 

(Paralympics) start?  

February 12, 2010  March 12, 2010  

end  

Question: _________________________ 

__________________________________ 

  

number of athletes  

Question: _________________________ 

__________________________________ 

  

number of countries  

Question: _________________________ 

__________________________________ 

  

sports 

Question: _________________________ 

__________________________________ 
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Discussion Questions  

Discuss with your partner(s).  

1) What are 3 differences between the Olympic and the 

Paralympic Games?  

 

2) Which Olympic and/or Paralympic sports are popular in 

Canada?  

 

4) Which winter Olympic or Paralympic sports do you like to watch?  

 

5) Which winter sports do you like to do?  

 

6) Which wi nter sport do you want to try?  
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ELSA Net Olympic Lessons ɀ Instructor Feedback   Email: clarsen@elsanet.org         FAX     604-639-8116 

 

ELSA Net Olympics Project  
Lessons Evaluation  

 
Please complete this evaluation form after reviewing or using the Olympics Lessons materials and 
email or fax it back to ELSA Net. Your feedback is very valuable to us.  
 
 
Name of Organization: ___________________________     Date:  _______ ______ ____  
 
Please circle , bold or underline:   
  
 Olympic Lesson(s) used:      Lit/1      Level 2      Level 3       Level 4      Level 5  
  
 Level(s) of the learners:     Lit  1 2 3 4 5   
    
 
Feedback on L essons 
Please circle, bold or underline  a number to indicate your feedback.  
 1 = Strongly disagree     3 = Agree somewhat        5 = Strongly agree 
 
Overall format of materials is easy to follow.    1 2 3 4 5 
 
Suggested procedure on lesson plan provides clear 
directions for instructor.        1 2 3 4 5 
 
Lesson progression and activities successfully lead  
to stated language and content outcomes.     1 2 3 4 5 
 
Lesson content engages learners in the 2010 Olympics.   1 2 3 4 5 
 
Lesson content is interesting and useful for learners.   1 2 3 4 5 
 
Materials are appropriate  for the level .    1 2 3 4 5 
 
    
Please add any other  comments and /or  suggestions. They are  very helpful to us for  future 
projects.  
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

                Feel free to write on the back of this form as well.  


