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ELSA Level 4 

The 2010 Olympic s ï Torch Relay  

Content objectives:  
¶ Students will learn about the history and facts of the Olympic Games 
¶ Students will learn the names of winter Olympic sports 

¶ Students will learn about the history and meaning of the torch relay 
¶ Students will learn the torch relay route in BC 

¶ Students will learn about useful torch relay websites 
 

Language objectives:  
¶ Students will learn vocabulary related to Olympic sports 
¶ Students will practice asking and answering questions 

¶ Students will practice map-reading skills 
¶ Students will do research on the Internet and take notes  

¶ Students will give a brief presentation 
 

Materials:  
¶ Olympics Question Cards 
¶ Olympic Sports Brainstorming Worksheet 

¶ Olympic Picture  and Word Cards 
¶ Torch Relay Quiz 

¶ Fold out map of BC/Large photocopied map of BC ï multiple (not included) 
¶ Tracing the Route Worksheets 
¶ Printable map of BC torch relay from Vancouver2010 website (see link below) 

¶ Torch Relay Website Assignment & Worksheet 

 

Activity  Materials  Suggested Procedure  

Introduction  Olympic s 
Question 
Cards  

 
1) Write ñOlympicsò on the board, ask students 
what they know about this topic. Write info on 

board. 
 

2) Hand out one set of Olympics  Question  
Cards  to each table. Ss take turns flipping over 
one card and reading the question to the group. 

Ss share answers. Some questions may be 
challenging, but Ss should be encouraged to 

guess answers. 
 
3) Elicit answers from groups and review answers 

with class. 
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Activity  Materials  Suggested Procedure  

Olympic 
Sports 

Vocabulary 
Assessment  

Olympic 
Sports 

Brainstorming 
Worksheet  

1) Hand out Olympic Sports  brainstorming 
wor ksheet . In pairs, Ss write the names of as 

many sports as they can. 
 
2) Share answers with other team(s) at table and 

compile answers. Ss should be encouraged to 
explain sports that others are not familiar with.  

 

Olympic 

Sports 
Vocabulary 
Development  

Oly mpic 

Sports Picture 
Cards 
(multiple 

sets)  
 

Olympic 
Sports 
Vocabulary  

Cards 
(multiple 

sets)  

Option 1: If Ss do not know many names of 

sports (not able to write the names on 
brainstorming worksheet above) have Ss work in 
teams to match picture cards  with voc abulary 

cards . 
 

Option 2: If Ss are familiar with quite a few 
Olympic sports, give half of the picture cards  to 
Ss in group A, and the other half of the picture 

cards to Ss in group B. Next, Ss lay all 
vocabulary cards  out on table in front of them. 

Ss in each group take turns describing the sport 
on one picture card without saying the name of 

the sport (for example, Ss must explain how it is 
played or done) and the other team listens and 
matches the description to one vocabulary card. 

Ss may keep track of points for each team. 
 

Option 3: Ss can begin with matching and follow 
with description practice.  
 

Introduction 
to Torch 

Relay  

Torch Relay 
Quiz  

 1) Hand out quiz to pairs of Ss. Ss work together 
to answer questions. T reminds Ss that they 

should just guess for the answers they donôt 
know. 

 
2) T puts worksheet on OHP. Elicit answers from 
class, give answers. 

   

Learning 

about Torch 
Relay Route  

(map 
reading)  

Fold out m ap 

of BC  
(multiple 

copies)  
 
Tracing the 

Route 
Worksheets  

Note: There are numerous ways to do this 
activity.  

1) T puts up OHT of map of BC. Ask if Ss know 
where the Olympic torch has been already. Point 

to locations. Ask if Ss know where the torch relay 
is going. Ask if Ss know when the torch relay will 
be in their area.  
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Activity  Materials  Suggested Procedure  

Learning 

about Torch 
Relay Route  

(map 
reading) 
conôt 

For printable 

map of BC 
torch relay 

route see 
teacher 
resources 

below.  
 

 

2) T shows Group A  worksheet and explains how 
the information is organized. Ss take out map of 

BC (one per 2 or 3 Ss). T reads the name of the 
first city on Group A worksheet, and Ss work 
together to find it and highlight it. T reads second 

city, Ss find it, highlight it and connect the two 
cities. 

 
Option 1: T can put up all of the worksheets 
around the room before activity. In pairs, Ss walk 

around the room, read the worksheets and 
highlight their maps. When complete Ss can mark 

the date that the relay is coming through their 
neighbourhood.  
 

Option 2: T can give one worksheet to each pair 
or team, Ss read worksheet, find cities and 

highlight. Then Ss ask other teams for other route 
locations until they have completed highlighting 

the entire route on the map. Ss can mark the 
date that the relay is coming through their 
neighbourhood. 

 
3) T can show OHT of route map from 

Vancouver2010 website for Ss to compare to their 
own map. 
 

Extension : Ss could use their highlighted maps 
and the information from their quizzes to give a 

brief presentation about the torch relay to Ss in 
another class. 
  

Accessing 
information  

abou t the 
torch relay on 

the internet  

Torch Relay 
Websites 

Computer 
Lab/ 

Homework 
Assignment  

This task can be done for homework or in the 
computer lab as a class activity.  

 
1) T puts up OHT of both worksheets.  

 
2) Review websites (if in computer lab T can show 
Ss what each website looks like and how to 

navigate). Review information worksheet, remind 
Ss to use note form rather than writing down 

everything they read. 
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Activity  Materials  Suggested Procedure  

  

3) In pairs or individually for homework, Ss 

research one day of the torch relay and complete 
the worksheet.  

 
4) Ss present their information to small groups or 
a partner.  

 

 

 
Resources for teachers: 

 
Printable map of BC torch relay route can be found at: 
http://www.vancouver2010.com/dl/00/06/84/tor-943-provmap-names-bc-

final_24d-si.pdf 
 

  

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

http://www.vancouver2010.com/dl/00/06/84/tor-943-provmap-names-bc-final_24d-si.pdf
http://www.vancouver2010.com/dl/00/06/84/tor-943-provmap-names-bc-final_24d-si.pdf
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Olympic s Question Cards  -  Teacherôs Copy 

 

How many summer 

Olympic sports are 

there? Name as many 

as you can. 

Answer:  38 

How many winter 

Olympic sports are 

there? Name as many 

as you can. 

Answer: 15 events, 

each with numerous 

sports (skiing ï 

downhill, slalom, etc) 

Where did the 

Olympics begin? 

Answer: Greece 

What day do the 

Vancouver 2010 

Olympics begin?  

An swer: February 12 
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What day do the 

Vancouver 2010 

Olympics end? 

Answer: February 28 

What is a mascot? How 

many Vancouver 

Olympic mascots are 

there? 

Answer: 3 

What city in Canada 

did the 2010 Olympic 

torch relay begin in? 

Answer: Victoria 

Have you ever 

watched the Winter 

Olympic Games? Will 

you watch them in 

2010? Why or why 

not?  
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What are some 

advantages of having 

the Olympic Games 

come to your city?  

What are some 

disadvantages of 

having the Olympic 

Games come to  

your city? 

What are the 

Paralympic Games? 

Answer:  International 

sports competition for 

athletes with physical 

or visual disability 

How many athletes are 

coming to Vancouver 

for the 2010 Olympic 

Games? 

Answer:  
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Olympic s Question Cards  ï Studentsô Copy 

 

How many summer 

Olympic sports are 

th ere? Name as 

many as you can.  

How many winter 

Olympic sports are 

there? Name as 

many as you can.  

Where did the 

Olympics begin?  

What day do the 

Vancouver 2010 

Olympics begin?  
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What day do the 

Vancouver 2010 

Olympics end?  

What is a mascot? 

How many 

Vancouv er Olympic 

mascots are there?  

What city in Canada 

did the 2010 

Olympic torch relay 

begin in?  

Have you ever 

watched the Winter 

Olympic Games? W ill  

you  watch the 2010 

Games? Why or why 

not?  
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What are some 

advantages of 

having th e Olympic 

Games come to  

your  city?  

What are some 

disadvantages of 

having the Olympic 

Games come to  

your city?  

What are the 

Paralympic Games?  

How many athletes 

are coming to 

Vancouver for the 

2010 Olympic 

Games?  
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Olympic Sports Brainstorming Worksheet  

Work with a partner. Try to think of as many Olympic sports as you can. Write 

them in the chart below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Winter Olympic Sports  

 



 

Picture & Word Cards          13 

 

  

 

 



 

Picture & Word Cards          14 

 

 

 

 



 

Picture & Word Cards          15 

 

 

  



 

Picture & Word Cards          16 

 

biathlon  

hockey skeleton  



 

Picture & Word Cards          17 

figure skating  speed skating  

cross- country 

skiing 
alpine skiing  



 

Picture & Word Cards          18 

freestyle 

skiing 
ski jumping  

snowboarding curling  



 

Picture & Word Cards          19 

bobsledding  luge 
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The Olympic Torch Relay  Quiz ï Teacher Copy  

Work in pairs or groups. Answer as many of the questions about the Olympic  Torch 

Relay as you can. Itôs OK to guess!  

 

1. Where was the first Olympic torch relay? 

 

 Greece  

 

2. What was, and still is, the purpose of the torch relay? 

 

 The torch and relay races were important elements of 

 the cultural festivals surroundi ng the Games. In ancient 

 times torch bearers travelled throughout Greece to announce the 

 Games of Olympia, declaring a sacred truce for the duration of the 

 Games.  

   

3. When was the first modern Olympic torch relay? 

 

 Carl Diem, an Olympic historian and philosopher, initiated the first 

 modern - day Olympic Torch Relay for the Berlin 1936 Olympic Summer 

 Games.  

 

4. When was the first Winter Olympic torch relay?   

  The first Olympic Winter Gam es Torch Relay occurred in 1952 in Oslo,  

  Norway.  

5. When did the 2010 torch relay begin? 

 

 October 30, 2009  

 

6. How many days will the torch relay take? 

 

 106 days  

 

7. How many different ways will the torch be carried? (example: by boat, by car, by 

plane) 

 

 100 different ways  

 

8. How many torch bearers (people who carry the torch) will there be? 

  

 12,000  

 

9. How far will the 2010 Olympic torch travel in Canada? 

 

 45,000 km  

  

10.  Are you going to go watch the torch relay? Why or why not? 
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The Olympic Torch Relay  Quiz  

Work in pairs or groups. Answer as many of the questions about the Olympic Torch 

Relay as you can. Itôs OK to guess!  

 

1. Where was the first Olympic torch relay? 

 
  
 

2. What was, and still is, the purpose of the torch relay? 
 
  

   

3. When was the first modern Olympic torch relay? 

 
   

 

4. When was the first Winter Olympic torch relay?  
 

 
  

5. When did the 2010 torch relay begin? 

 
 

  
6. How many days will the torch relay take? 

 

 
  

7. How many different ways will the torch be carried? (example: by boat, by 
car, by plane) 
 

 
 

8. How many torch bearers (people who carry the torch) will there be? 
 
 

  
9. How far will the 2010 Olympic torch travel in Canada? 

 
 
   

10. Are you going to go watch the torch relay? Why or why not? 
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Tracing the Torch Relay Route  

Work with a partner. Read the information sheets about the Olympic Torch Relay 

route in BC. Find the locations of the relay on your map of BC, and highlight them. 

Good luck! 

MAP OF BRITISH COLUMBIA: Ministry of Transportation Website  
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Group A  

 

 

DAY 84  - 21/01/2010  

Banff, AB ï Golden, BC 

 

 Banff, AB 

 Lake Louise, AB 

 Field, BC 

 Golden, BC 

 

 

DAY 85 -  22/01/2010  

Golden, BC ï Cranbrook, BC 

 

 Golden, BC 

 Kootenay National Park, BC 

 Shuswap, BC 

 Kimberley, BC 

 Cranbrook, BC 

 

 

DAY 86 -  23/01/2010  

Cranbrook, BC ï Nelson, BC 

 

 Cranbrook, BC 

 Creston, BC 

 Salmo, BC 

 Nelson, BC 
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Group B  

 

 

DAY 87 -  24/01/2010  

Nelson, BC ï Osoyoos, BC 

 

 Nelson, BC 

 Castlegar, BC 

 Trail, BC 

 Grand Forks, BC 

 Osoyoos, BC 

 

 

DAY 88  -  25/01/2010  

Osoyoos, BC ï Kelowna, BC 

 

 Osoyoos, BC 

 Penticton, BC 

 Westbank, BC 

  Kelowna, BC 

 

 

DAY 89 -  26/01/2010  

Kelowna, BC ï Revelstoke, BC 

 

 Kelowna, BC 

 Vernon, BC 

 Armstrong, BC 

 Revelstoke, BC 
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Group C  

 

 

DAY 90 -  27/01/2010  

Revelstoke, BC ï Kamloops, BC 

 

 Revelstoke, BC 

 Salmon Arm, BC 

 Sorrento, BC 

 Kamloops, BC 

 

 

DAY 91 -  28/01/2010  

Kamloops, BC ï Williams Lake, BC 

 

 Kamloops, BC 

 Barriere, BC 

 100 Mile House, BC 

 Williams Lake, BC 

 

 

DAY 92 -  29/01/2010  

Williams Lake, BC ï Prince George, BC 

 

 Williams Lake, BC  

 Quesnel, BC 

 Hixon, BC 

 Prince George, BC 
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Group D  

 

 

DAY 93 -  30/01/2010  

Prince George, BC ï Smithers, BC 

 

 Prince George, BC 

 Fort St. James, BC 

 Vanderhoof, BC 

 Burns Lake, BC 

 Smithers, BC 

  

 

DAY 94 -  31/01/2010  

Smithers, BC ï Fort St. John, BC 

 

 Smithers, BC 

 Dawson Creek, BC 

 Hudsonôs Hope, BC 

 Fort St. John, BC 

 

 

DAY 95 -  01/02/2010  

Fort St. John, BC ï Prince Rupert, BC 

 

 Fort St. John, BC 

 Fort Nelson, BC 

 Kitimat, BC 

 Terrace, BC 

 Prince Rupert, BC 
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Group E 

 

 

DAY 96 -  02 /02/2010  

Prince Rupert, BC ï Port Hardy, BC 

 

 Prince Rupert, BC 

 Bella Bella, BC  

 Port Hardy, BC 

 

 

DAY 97 -  03/02/2010  

Port Hardy, BC ï Powell River, BC 

 

 Port Hardy, BC 

 Port McNeill, BC 

 Powell River, BC 

 

 

DAY 98 -  04/02/2010  

Powell River, BC ï Squamish, BC 

 

 Powell River, BC 

 Pender Harbour, BC 

 Sechelt, BC 

 Roberts Creek, BC 

 Gibsons, BC 

 Langdale, BC 

 Squamish, BC 
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Group F  

 

 

DAY 99 -  05/02/2010  

Squamish, BC ï Whistler, BC 

 

 Squamish, BC 

 Brackendale, BC 

 Whistler Olympic Park, BC 

 Whistler, BC 

 

 

DAY 100 -  06/02/2010  

Whistler, BC ï Merritt, BC 

 

 Whistler, BC 

 Pemberton, BC 

 Lillooet, BC 

 Cache Creek, BC 

 Merritt, BC 

 

DAY 101 -  07/02/2010  

Merritt, BC ï Abbotsford, BC 

 

 Merritt, BC 

 Princeton, BC 

 Hope, BC 

 Harrison Hot Springs, BC 

 Chilliwack, BC 

 Abbotsford, BC 
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Group G  

 

 

DAY 102 -  08/02/2010  

Abbotsford, BC ï Surrey, BC 

 

 Abbotsford, BC  

 Mission, BC 

 Maple Ridge, BC 

 Pitt Meadows, BC 

 Walnut Grove, BC 

 Aldergrove, BC 

 Langley, BC 

 Cloverdale, BC 

 Surrey, BC 

 

DAY 103 -  09/02/2010  

Surrey, BC ï Richmond, BC 

 

 Surrey, BC 

 White Rock, BC 

 Peace Arch, BC 

 North Delta, BC 

 New Westminster, BC 

 Tsawwassen, BC 

 Ladner, BC 

 Richmond, BC 
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Group H  

 

 

DAY 104 -  10/02/2010  

Richmond, BC ï West Vancouver, BC 

 

 Richmond, BC 

 Bowen Island, BC 

 Horseshoe Bay, BC 

 Squamish (Xwemelchôstn), BC 

 North Vancouver, BC 

 West Vancouver, BC 

 

 

DAY 105 -  11/02/2010  

West Vancouver, BC ï Vancouver, BC 

 

 West Vancouver, BC 

 Port Moody, BC 

 Port Coquitlam, BC 

 Coquitlam, BC 

 Burnaby, BC 

 Musqueam, BC 

 Vancouver, BC 

 

 

DAY 106 -  12/02/2010  

Vancouver, BC ï BC Place Stadium, BC 

 

 Vancouver, BC 

 BC Place Stadium, BC 
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Torch Relay Website Assignment  

Use these websites to find out more information about the Olympic Torch Relay.  

Daily highlights  

This website has stories about each day of the relay. You can find out who the 

torch bearers were for each day and how the torch was transported. Remember, 

there are 100 different ways that the torch is travelling across Canada! 

http://www.vancouver2010.com/more-2010-information/olympic-torch-

relay/daily-highlights/ 

Relay Interactive Map  

This website shows a map of the torch relay. You can find out when the relay will be 

in your neighbourhood. 

http://www.vancouver2010.com/more-2010-information/olympic-torch-

relay/olympic-torch-relay-interactive-map/ 

Photos  

This website has some great photographs of the torch relay. These photos include 

pictures of the places that the torch has been and the torch bearers.  

http://www.vancouver2010.com/more-2010-information/olympic-torch-relay/torch-

relay-photos/ 

Videos  

This website has great videos about each day of the torch relay. There is a narrator 

who talks about the day. You can see great images of Canadian scenery too!  

http://www.vancouver2010.com/more-2010-information/olympic-torch-relay/torch-

relay-videos/ 

 

Homework /Computer Lab  Assignment  

Use the websites above to  find information and pictures about one 

interesting day of the torch relay. Use the Torch Relay Website Worksheet to 

write down some details about this day. You will use this worksheet to help 

present the information to your classmates.  

 

http://www.vancouver2010.com/more-2010-information/olympic-torch-relay/daily-highlights/
http://www.vancouver2010.com/more-2010-information/olympic-torch-relay/daily-highlights/
http://www.vancouver2010.com/more-2010-information/olympic-torch-relay/olympic-torch-relay-interactive-map/
http://www.vancouver2010.com/more-2010-information/olympic-torch-relay/olympic-torch-relay-interactive-map/
http://www.vancouver2010.com/more-2010-information/olympic-torch-relay/torch-relay-photos/
http://www.vancouver2010.com/more-2010-information/olympic-torch-relay/torch-relay-photos/
http://www.vancouver2010.com/more-2010-information/olympic-torch-relay/torch-relay-videos/
http://www.vancouver2010.com/more-2010-information/olympic-torch-relay/torch-relay-videos/
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Torch Relay Webs ite Assignment  

Go to the websites. Click on the different days. Skim some of the articles, 

look at the pictures and watch some of the videos. Choose a day that you 

think is interesting. Fill in the chart with information about that day.  

 

 

 

 

Date   

Location  

From:  

 

To:  

Information 

about torch 

bearers  

 

Information 

about relay  
 

Other 

interesting 

information  

 



#200-5050 Kingsway  

Burnaby, BC V5H 4H2  

Tel: 604-639-2208    Fax: 604-639-8116 

English Language Services for Adults Network           carmenl@elsanet.org      www.elsanet.org 

 

ELSA Net Olympic Lessons ɀ Instructor Feedback   Email: carmenl@elsanet.org         FAX     604-639-8116 

ELSA Net Olympics Project  
Lessons Evaluation  

 
Please complete this evaluation form after reviewing or using the Olympics Lessons materials and 
email or fax it back to ELSA Net. Your feedback is very valuable to us.  
 
 
Name of Organization: ___________________________     Date:  _______ ______ ____  
 
Please circle , bold or underline:   
  
 Olympic Lesson(s) used:      Lit/1      Level 2      Level 3       Level 4      Level 5  
  
 Level(s) of the learners:     Lit  1 2 3 4 5   
    
 
Feedback on L essons 
Please circle, bold or underline  a number to indicate your feedback.  
 1 = Strongly disagree     3 = Agree somewhat        5 = Strongly agree 
 
Overall format of ma terials is easy to follow.    1 2 3 4 5 
 
Suggested procedure on lesson plan provides clear 
directions for instructor.        1 2 3 4 5 
 
Lesson progression and activities successfully lead  
to stated language and content outcomes.     1 2 3 4 5 
 
Lesson content engages learners in the 2010 Olympics.   1 2 3 4 5 
 
Lesson content is interesting and useful for learners.   1 2 3 4 5 
 
Materials are appropriate  for the level .    1 2 3 4 5 
 
    
Please add any other  comments and /or  suggestions. They are  very helpful to us  for  future 
projects.  
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

                Feel free to write on the back of thi s form as well.  


