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ELSA Lit eracy / Level 1  

The 2010 Oly mpic s ï Sports & Athletes  
 

Content Objectives:  

¶ Ss will learn about 6 winter Olympic sports  

¶ Ss will learn the names, countries and sports of 4 Olympic athletes  

¶ Ss will learn basic information about the Vancouver Olympic/Paralympic Games such as dates and  

nu mber of countries represented  

Language Objectives:  

¶ Ss will practice pronunciation and spelling of 6 winter sports  

¶ Ss will practice writing the names of classmates  

¶ Ss will ask and respond to simple questions regarding likes/dislikes of winter sports  

¶ Ss wi ll practice identifying specific information in a text  

¶ Ss will practice writing personal details in appropriate blanks o n a postcard  

Materials:  

¶ Sports Card Matching Activities  

a.  Picture Cards  

b.  Word  Cards  

c.  Pronunciation Cards (word stress/syllables)  

d.  Winter Spo rts Worksheet  

¶ Find Someone Who...  

¶ Pair Picture Prompt  

¶ World Map or Atlas  

¶ Olympic Athletes -  Pair Info Gap Activity  

¶ Postcard Activity  

¶ The Vancouver Olympics/Paralympics ï Reading Activity  

Note:  

ü Materials should be used over a number of days to reinforce meaning, spelling and 

pronunciation of new vocabulary.  

ü The suggested procedure below will need to be modified to suit the individual levels and needs 

of different classes.  

 
 

Activity  Materials  Suggested Procedure  

 

Introduction to 

Sports 

Vocabulary  

 

 

 

 

Reinforce 

vocabulary  

Picture Cards  

(multiple sets)  

 

1)  T shows the 6 Picture Cards to the class one at a time, elicit 

vocabulary. Model pronunciation of each word, Ss repeat.  

2)  Show Picture Cards again, elicit vocabulary from students.  

3)  T shows all 6 cards and as ks individual Ss ñDo you like (name 

of sport)?ò 

4)  At tables, T places picture cards up -side -down, Ss turn over 

and say word. T prompts as necessary. Ss take turns showing 

cards and quizzing each other.  

5)  Hand out one card to each S, Ss walk around the room 

asking each other ñDo you like (name of sport of card)?ò 

while showing cards. T prompts as necessary. Have Ss switch 

cards a couple of times to practice other sports words.  

Introduction to 

Spelling of 

Sports Words  

Picture Cards 

& 

Word Cards  

(multiple sets)  

1)  T writes names of 6 Olympic sports on white board (indicate 

syllables and stress) .  

2)  Show Picture Cards one at a time, elicit name, match picture 

with word on board (Ts can sound out spelling for Ss, or have 

Ss assist in the matching, depending on level of cl ass) .  



 

Lit/Level 1 Overview ï The Olympics   3 

 

Activity  Materials  Suggested Procedure  

Practice 

matching word 

with picture  

 3)  T shows Word Cards to Ss, says words while highlighting 

number of syllables and stress for each. Ss repeat.  

4)  Mix Picture Cards and Word Cards at each table and have Ss 

match  in groups, while practicing the pronunciation . 

5)  Depending on needs of class, T can choose to practice further 

with card games such as Memory, Go Fish, Snap (encourage 

Ss to say the word each time they look at a card) .  

 

Practice writing 

the 6 sports 

words  

Winter Sports  

(one per 

student)  

1)  T has Ss copy the word s from the Word C ards, and write the 

new words under the correct pictures ( literacy teachers may 

choose to write the names of the sports on the sheet 

beforehand  and have Ss trace over the words ) .  

 

Using new 

words in simple 

conversation  

Find Someone 

Who...  

1)  Show OHT of Find Someone Who... and review question with 

class. (both picture and name of sport are on this sheet, T 

may choose to white -out name to make it more challenging) . 

Give examples of how to complete sheet .  

2)  Ss walk around class and write only the names of the 

classmates who DO like these sports.  

 

Using new 

words in simple 

sentences  

Picture Cards  

Picture Pair 

Prompt  (one 

per student)  

1)  T again asks individual Ss if they like sports while showin g 

Picture Cards, then elicits info about other Ss to lead into use 

of 3 rd  person singular  and pronouns ósheô and óheô. ñDo you 

think (Ss name) likes (sport)? Oh, you think she/he  

does/doesnôt?ò Continue with a few Ss to introduce/reinforce 

óhe/sheô.  

2)  Show OHT of Pair Picture Prompt, and elicit ósheô or óheô for 

each picture to check Ss understanding . 

3)  Review questions on sheet with class and practice the two 

examples (teacher reads óAô, whole class reads óBô), then 

visa -versa (if necessary practise the whole  activity with the 

teacher first before working in pairs) . 

4)  Give one Pair Picture Prompt Worksheet to each pair of 

students . 

5)  Pairs practice the conversations on the worksheet .  

6)  Give each student a copy of the worksheet .  

 

Introduction of 

Olympic 

Athletes  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictures from 

newspapers of 

Olympic 

mascots, torch 

relay, athletes, 

etc.  (see 

websites below 

for images)  

 

World Map  or 

Atlas  

 

Olympic 

Athletes -  Pair 

Info Gap  

See note below.  

1)  T shows pictures from newspapers of mascots, activities, 

athletes, etc. to introduce Olympics and see how much Ss 

know about topic. (T can use newspapers clippings to make 

óOlympic collageô with pictures and word cards to introduce 

and reinforce vocabulary )  

2)  T writes countr y names from Olympic Athletes worksheet on 

the whiteboa rd. Ss  work with partner to find countries on 

world map  or atlas . T uses OHT of map to review.  

 

Note:  All information about athletes is currently on the Olympic 

Athletes ï Pair Info Gap worksheet so Ts can choose which info 

to white -out. Ts can decide whic h questions they want Ss to 

practice. For literacy Ss, T may leave all info on worksheet and 

have Ss si mply discuss info or copy info.  
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Activity  Materials  Suggested Procedure  

Sharing 

Information 

about Athletes 

from Ssô 

countries  

 

 3)  Show OHT of Olympic At hletes ï Pair Info Gap, model names 

of athletes and countries for Ss. Ss repeat. Model questions 

and responses for Ss (depending on which information was 

erased).  

4)  T hands out one copy of Partner B Pair Info Gap Worksheet to 

each pair  of Ss  (students shoul d NOT write on this copy) .  

5)  T uses Partner A Pair Info Gap Worksheet to model (teacher 

is óAô and students are óBô) asking and answering questions. 

6)  Ss work in pairs (one has Partner A Pair Info Gap Worksheet, 

the other has Partner B Pair Info Gap Worksheet)  asking and 

answering questions. T prompts.  

Reading to find 

specific 

information  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fill in blanks on 

postcard with 

specific personal 

information  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Postcard 

Activity  

(may only be 

suitable for 

higher level 

classes)  

1)  Use Olympic Athletes ï Pair Info Gap worksheet to remind Ss 

of Gillian Apps. T elicits info ñWhere is she from? What sport 

does she play?ò 

2)  T quickly shows OHT of Postcard Activity (only top postcard) . 

and then cover. Elicit info from Ss. ñWhat is this? (postcard) 

Who do we send this to? (family, friends, etc. ï not formal)  

3)  T shows top postcard and again reads postcard aloud to Ss to 

model pronunciation of words for Ss, explain Ss need to 

underline answers, not write them.  

4)  T hands out Postcard Activity worksheet, Ss read postcard 

and u nderline information, check with partner  by asking each 

other Qs  

5)  T reviews answers to Qs with class, shows OHT of bottom 

postcard, reads it to class and elicits different possible 

answers for each blank. (Blanks can be filled with basic 

classroom vocabular y such as early, late, school, reading, 

writing, speaking, English , and feeling words such as tired, 

happy, sad , etc.) Ss should fill in blanks with true info about 

themselves.   

6)  Ss may read their postcard to a classmate  when finished, or 

T can brainstorm and elicit Qs from class to ask about 

postcards and write on board. Ss can take turns asking and 

answering Qs.   

 

 Vancouver 

Olympics 

Reading 

Activity  

(may only be 

suitable for 

higher level 

classes)  

1)  Put up OHT of The Vancouver 2010 Olympics  reading. 

Expla in Ss should read and circle answer s.  

2)  Hand out reading, Ss read and circle answers. T may have Ss 

write answers as well, depending on level of class.  

NOTE: there are 2 readings, one about the Olympic Games and 

one about the Paralympic Games. T can have S s read both and 

do comparison chart with class, or have Ss read one and do very 

simple info gap.  

3)  Follow -up: T can have Ss do survey to see how many Ss in 

the class are going to watch the games.  
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Extension Activities  

 

Winter Olympics Card Games  

Mat erials:  

 ~ One set of Winter Sport Playing Cards for each group of 4 students  

 

Suggested Card Games:  

1)  Fish 

2)  Snap  

3)  Concentration  

4)  Rummy (students collect 3 cards of the same suit or 3 cards of the same sport by bartering; 

example: ñIôll give you my Bobsledding card for your Curling card.ò) 

 

Olympic Athletes  

The following website has an óathlete of the weekô link with some basic information about different 

2010 athletes. Ts can use this link to introduce a new athlete each week and make an óAthletes Wallô 

in the  classroom. During the games, Ts and Ss can watch the games to see how these athletes do, 

such as what place they came in and write it on the óWallô. Ss can even place óbetsô on the athletes.  

 

  http://www.ctvolym pics.ca/  

 

 
For more information about the Vancouver 2010 Olympic and Paralympic Games see:  

 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2010_Winter_Olympics  

 
http://www.vancouver2010.com/  
 

http://www.vancouver2010.com/paralympic -games/  
 

http://www.vancouver201 0.com/paralympic -games/athletes/legendary -athletes/  
 
Videos:  

 
http://www.vancouver2010.com/paralympic -games/cross -country -skiing/videos/  

 
http://www.vancouver2010.com/olympic -videos/  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

http://www.ctvolympics.ca/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2010_Winter_Olympics
http://www.vancouver2010.com/
http://www.vancouver2010.com/paralympic-games/
http://www.vancouver2010.com/paralympic-games/athletes/legendary-athletes/
http://www.vancouver2010.com/paralympic-games/cross-country-skiing/videos/
http://www.vancouver2010.com/olympic-videos/
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Find Someone Whoé 

 

Ask: Do you like _______________?  
 

Answer:   Yes, I do.  or  No, I donôt.  

 
 

 

bobsledding  

 

 

 

 

 

Name: ______________  

 

skating  

 

 

 

 

 

Name: ______ ________  

 

skiing  

 

 

 

 

 

Name: ______________  

 

curling  

 

 

 

 

Name: ______________  

 

snowboarding  

 

 

 

 

Name: ______________  

 

hockey  

 

 

 

 

Name: ______________  
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Pair Picture Prompt Activity  
 

   
 
A: What sport does Bob  like?  
 
B: He likes hockey.  

  
 

A: What  sport does Sally  like?  
 
B: She  likes snowboarding.  
 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 
 
1. Bob?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Sally?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Peter?  

 
 
 
 

 
 
4. Mary?  

 
 
 
 

 
 
5. Mr. Kim?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
6. Cath y? 

 
 
 
 
 

 
7. Donna?  

 

 
 
 
 

 
8. Pedro?  

 
 
____________  
 
 

9. you?  
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Olympic Athletes -  Pair Info Gap Activity  
  
Partner A  

 
 

 

 

  

 

1.   Name:  Gillian Apps  

     Country:  Canada  

 Sport:  Hockey  

A.  Her name is ________________.  

B.  She is from ________________.  

C. Her sport is ________________.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
2.   Name:  Anette Norberg  

    Country:  Sweden  

 Sport:  Curling  

A.  Her name is ________________.  

B.  She is from ________________.  

C. Her sport is ________________.  

 

 

 

 

 

3.   Name:  Shaun White  

 Country:  USA 

 Sport:  Snowboarding  

A.  His name is ________________.  

B.  He is from _________________.  

C. His sport is ________________.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.   Name:  Andre Lange  

 Country:  Germany  

 Sport:  Bobsledding  

A.  His name is ________________.  

B.  He is from _________________.  

C. His sport is ________________.  

  

 


